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A Brief History of East Penfield 
 

Today when we talk about East Penfield it covers everything 

east of Fairport - Webster Road.  Traditionally East Penfield 

was the hamlet at Lovett’s Corners, the intersection of Harris 

and Huber Roads  

In about 1806, Joseph Fuller settled near 

the corner. His property was located at 

2508 Penfield Road. Winslow Heath 

built a cabin on the NE corner of Harris 

and Penfield Road.  It was used as an 

inn. Through the years it housed the PO, 

a bar and grocery on the 1st floor, and a 

ballroom on the 2nd floor. There were covered sheds for horses and carriages, to the 

east of the inn.  

James Lovett purchased the inn and surrounding 

land in 1827. He lived at 2495 Penfield Road   

with his family, which consisted of 10 daughters. 

The story goes that Mr. Lovett put in 10 hitching 

posts in front of the house to encourage suitors to 

call on his daughters. James was a deacon in the 

East Penfield Baptist Church. On the 1858 map he 

is listed as a “Nurseryman” 

At 2488 Penfield Road, on the NW corner, opposite the inn, was the home of Horace 

Kellogg. He was a Revolutionary War soldier, who came to Penfield in 1814. His 

son Leonard is listed as the owner of the home and the 

building next door, which housed a store and the PO on the 

1852 and 1858 maps.   

By 1872, Henry Webb owned the house and operated a 

blacksmith at the location of the barn, on Harris Road. The 

house was consumed by fire in December of 2008. Later, 

the Wilson family operated the East Penfield store.   

1858 map 
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In the 1875 NY State Census the hamlet of East 

Penfield is shown having a wagon maker, two coopers, 

two blacksmiths, a carpenter, a nurseryman, a minister, 

and many farmers.    This is the blacksmith shop that 

stood on the south side of Penfield Road, just east of 

Huber. Deacon Lovett is seated in the doorway.  

 

 

 

 

Nurseries 

In the early days of East Penfield Alanson and Nathan Higbie raised fruit trees on 

several hundred acres SW of the corners. Little is known about their enterprise.  

Preston Butler grew up in East Penfield, at 

2480 Penfield Road. As an adult he moved 

into 2151 Huber Road.  He originally grew 

fruit trees as a nurseryman. He   later 

experimented with clematis flowers and other 

flowers and shrubs. He was the first clematis 

grower in the area and one of the first in the 

country.  

David George, who had been working for the 

Hooker Nursery in Rochester, came to work 

for Preston Butler about 1890. Initially, the 

Georges roomed with the Butlers.  

After working in the Butler greenhouse for 

several years, Mr. George decided to go into business for himself. He persuaded his 

brother, James, to come back east from California to work with him.  
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In 1894 they purchased the Hooker 

greenhouses and moved them to East Penfield. 

First, they erected them on a site to the north of 

the Inn, on Harris Road. Later, they moved 

them to the south of Penfield Road, to about 

2515 Penfield Road. The business was known 

as the George Bros.    

Initially they grew mainly tomatoes and 

cabbage, but they too began growing clematis plants.  

In 1908 the partnership dissolved and each partner 

operated their own business. James I. George stayed 

at the site at 2515 Penfield Road and David moved 

his to 2491 Penfield Road, at the SW corner of 

Penfield and Huber Roads and built new 

greenhouses at this site. Both brothers carried a full 

line of shrubs but continued to specialize in clematis 

vines.    They shipped all over the U.S. 

The clematis flower was designated as the town 

flower of Penfield on March 5, 1973. 

Through the years various partnerships were 

formed as new family members entered the 

business. In 1923, the partnership of D.S. George 

was made up of David, his son Harry, and his son-

in-law, Walter Cooman.  

In the 1940s Lois George Vane and Norman Vane, daughter and son-in-law of Harry 

George, joined Harry and his wife Ollie, in the partnership. After 1961 the Vanes 

became the sole owners, and in 1966 they purchased James I. George & Son, and 

reunited the businesses as D.S. George Nurseries. In 1981 the Vanes sold the 

business to two of their former employees, who operated it until it closed in  1999. 

 

 

East Penfield Baptist Church 

Workers in a George greenhouse 
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This church does not stand in the area 

traditionally known as East Penfield, but was 

the social and religious center for that area. It 

is located further east at 2635 Penfield Road.   

In 1824 a congregation was meeting to 

worship in the small building known as the 

Bethel Church and in the Inn. The Bethel 

stood on the north side of Penfield Road, east 

of Harris, on the Joseph Fuller property. In that year they organized as the Freewill 

Baptist Church. As the membership increased they outgrew the Bethel building, and 

in 1836 built a new church. Elder Thomas Parker, a gifted preacher, drew 

worshippers from as far away as Egypt and Turk Hill.  

The church was burned in a bad fire in 1916, and was rebuilt. In 1924 they held a 

100 year celebration. The congregation continues to worship in the little brick 

church, in this their 190th year.  

School 

The East Penfield School, District # 2, was built on the NE corner of Penfield Road 

and Salt Road.  This building remains standing and is a private residence. 


